
 
 

Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during April: 

Songleader: Stanley (5), Larry (12), 
Dwight (19), Stanley (26) 

Reading: Mike 
Announcements: Stanley 
Table: Larry, Mike, Marty 

Wednesday Lesson: Larry (1), Stanley (8), 
Kris (15), Larry (22), Stanley (29) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Larry (5), 
Marty (12), Kris (19), Stanley (26) 

Area Meetings: 
Jordan Park, 19-22, Joe Greer 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“…So teach us to 
number our days, 
that we may present 
to You a heart of 
wisdom,” 
 

—Psalm 90:12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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The Permanency 
  
 

By Harold Carswell, Jr. 
 

Youth can be a wonderful time of 
discovery. Good as well as bad things 
can occur during these years which 
can have lasting effects as well as 
everlasting effects. There are still 
things from my youth that I wish 
would have never have happened and 
some things that I am glad did 
happen. We must however be mindful 
of the fact that youthfulness can be 
very deceptive... 

Youth can cloud our standard of 
time. Young people are often told that 
they have their whole lifetime to make 
advances to maturity or to fulfill 
desired accomplishments. However 
how many older people look back at 
the former years and don’t know 
where the time went. The Scriptures 
teach us that we must not be deceived 
by the probability of time. First of all, 
time is not a guarantee for anyone. 

We don’t hold time in our hands and 
control it according to our plans. Life 
is not as long as one may think. 

“Whereas you do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. For what is 
your life? It is even a vapor that 
appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away,” Jas 4:14. 

You see life is neither long nor 
guaranteed. This is an important truth 
to possess, for the simple reason that 
we must utilize that time that we 
have. Christians hopefully understand 
that there is no time to waste in 
service to the Lord. We cannot afford 
to be deceived by the prospect of 
time. We are to utilize our time wisely 
by “taking, possessing, and laying hold 
of the time that we have to serve God. 
There is no time for foolishness and 
folly, our time must be redeemed, Eph 

of Youth 



5:15-19. We cannot afford to waste 
our time in wantonness and excess, 
thinking we have time to get serious 
later, Rom 13:10-14. Perhaps our view 
of time is not from a Biblical 
perspective. How many times do the 
Scriptures remind us of how man’s 
perception of time is not that of God, 
Psa 90:10; 2 Pet 3:8. The Psalmist 
(Moses) teaches that time must be 
spent serving the Lord and not 
ourselves, “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom,” Psa 90:12 

Young people must not let youth 
cloud their discernment of time and 
older Christians must stop giving them 
the impression that they have all the 
time in the world to get serious about 
God. By the way, how much time is all 
the time in the world? 

Youth also distorts ones concept 
of accountability. Now we all 
understand I’m sure that with 
maturity comes accountability. The 
older we get the more accountable we 
become. This is understood not only 
from a Biblical standpoint but also 
from a secular one as well. It is 
because of this, that there are juvenile 
courts and adult courts in our country. 
However it must also be understood, 
that as spiritual growth and maturity 
develops so does ones spiritual 
accountability. No matter what level 
of spiritual maturity a person finds 
themselves, accountability is required 
at that level. It is my belief that 
youthfulness is passed off as an 
excuse for unaccountability as well as 
irresponsibility. Parents are especially 

guilty of this as they make excuses for 
their children based on their age 
and/or level of maturity. It is 
interesting to note that these excuses 
can go even into youthful adulthood 
as if young Christians have no sin or 
are incapable of committing sin 
because they are young. 

When did the expectations for 
faithfulness change? There are several 
examples of youthful faithfulness in 
the pages of truth. Great courage, 
dedication, and zeal have been 
revealed by God of faithful young 
people, Joseph, David, Daniel, and 
Timothy, just to name a few. Young 
people should be expected to be 
faithful and faithfulness is to be 
required of them. So many parents 
have forgotten the fact that youth is 
not an excuse for unfaithfulness! They 
make excuses for their own children 
and do not take the necessary actions 
when their children are in sin and 
simply making unwise and unsound 
decisions. Eli was one who did not 
take the necessary actions regarding 
his children which cost them not only 
their lives and souls but also caused 
the children of Israel to sin as well as, 
causing dishonor to the holy name of 
God (1 Samuel 2:12-25). Youth does 
not give one a license to sin. As older 
Christians we should not only require 
faithfulness of our young brothers and 
sisters but also help guide them in 
making sound decisions that are 
conducive to their spiritual well-being 
and growth! Solomon tells us that 
young people will be held accountable 
for the decisions that they make in 
life... “Rejoice, O young man, in thy 

youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes: but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee into 
judgment,”  Eccl 11:9. 

Youth is time for serving God and 
not a time to enjoy the fruits of sin or 
folly. There will come a time when 
one’s ability to serve God will be 
limited and full of obstacles and that 
youth is the opportune time for 
service to God, Eccl 12:1-7. Of course, 
this is not to say that service in our 

older years is not demanded nor 
beneficial, Tit 2:1-5, but it is saying 
that youth is invaluable. We must all 
remember what this life is all about: 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil,” Eccl 12:13,14. 

Decisions made in youth can have 
lasting and everlasting rewards or 
consequences! 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Please continue to pray for Betty; 
Carolyn; Deborah and Serenity; 
Hazel; Marie and Billy; John, Sylvia, 
and Paige Pollard; Pam, Kaylee, Julie 
and Violet. Please pray for Faye’s 
nephew, Tommy, as he is in very poor 
health. As we have noted before, 
there is a great deal going on in the 
world, particularly in the Middle East 
at this time. We have been blessed 
with the ability to worship in 
freedom: praise God for it, and seek in 

prayer for ourselves and brethren 
throughout the world, both strength 
and boldness to be unafraid and 
unashamed in preaching the gospel; 
and God’s continued patience, that 
perhaps those that don’t know Christ 
would come to an obedient faith. Pray 
also for the president and his 
advisors as well as for those in the 
legislature and judiciary that they 
may be granted wisdom and safety. 

If sinners will be damned… 
 

“…[S]o live that when you hear the funeral knell, for a neighbor even, you 
may be able to say, ‘Poor soul, whether he is gone to heaven or to hell, I know I 
am clear of his blood.’ And with double earnestness be it so with your children. 
…[I]f sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies. And 
if they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring 
them to stay, and not madly to destroy themselves. If hell must be filled, at least 
let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go there unwarned 
and unprayed for.”  —from CH Spurgeon, “The Wailing of Risca”  


